THE MAKING OF THE POPULAR FRONT
the Socialist Party providing for joint action it prepared the united
front of the proletariat as a basis for the anti-fascist peoples front
now in the making. By this action ... the French workers, both
Communists and Socialists, have once more advanced the French
Labour Movement to first place, to a leading position in capital-
ist Europe, and have shown that they are worthy successors of the
Communards, worthy inheritors of the glorious legacy of the Paris
Commune/' 31
It is true that there was the awkward question of Stalin's approval
of French rearmament to be got over, but Marty was able ingeniously
to explain that the reason the party opposed the military credits was
that they could not trust the government to carry out the Franco-
Russian agreement (a thought which, it might be supposed, should
have already occurred to Stalin). The expression of the new-found
solidarity of the proletariat, however, also allowed many speakers,
especially Cachin, to make a number of digs at the Socialist leaders and
their "deplorable hesitations".
The Resolutions voted at the end underlined the new Communist
policy, and pointed the way to the next stage, when in some countries
a United Front Anti-Fascist government might come to power. The
Executive Committee was "to strive ... by every means to establish
a united front on a national as well as an international scale".32 The
individual Communist parties must "strive to secure joint action with
the Social Democratic parties, reformist trade unions and other
organisations of the working people against the class enemies of the
proletariat, on the basis of short or long-term agreements".33 Finally,
and this was the greatest concession of all,
"if a united front government really undertakes decisive measures
against the counter-revolutionary financial magnates and their fascist
agents, and will in no way restrict the activity of the Communist
Party and the struggle of the working class, the Communist Party
will support such a government in every way. The participation of
the Communists in a united front government will be decided
separately in each particular case, as the concrete situation may
warrant" S4
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